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Chapter IX 
ECONOMIC NEEDS 

 
INTRODUCTION 
The Boardman area is ideal for economic growth because of a vast amount of agricultural potential 
and attractive siting for industrial development.  As it becomes economical to irrigate lands farther 
south from the Columbia River, agricultural development will expand.  With the railroad, freeway 
and Columbia River to provide for the efficient movement of goods and services, the Port of 
Morrow industrial park is an excellent site for a new industrial activity. 
 
The City of Boardman has the advantage of planning for growth without the burden of solving a 
multitude of problems associated with present public services.  Boardman has no deteriorated sewer 
or water lines to replace, no sanitary-storm sewer separation to accomplish, the street and storm 
drainage systems are in good conditions, and there are no blighted residential or commercial areas to 
renovate. Instead, the City can concentrate its efforts on sound planning for new growth.  
 
Within the Planning Area, sufficient land exists for commercial, light industrial, industrial, and a 
broad range of residential development choices.  For the purposes of this Plan, the planning area 
includes all areas within the Urban Growth Boundary. 
 
BUILDABLE LANDS INVENTORY-1997 
As part of the Periodic Review Work Tasks, the City completed a Buildable Lands Inventory in 
1997: North Morrow County TGM Project, Community Visioning Analysis of Buildable Lands 
and Housing Needs.  This study is incorporated in this document by reference.  It identified that 
the City of Boardman has ample land within its Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) to meet 
commercial needs for the next 20 years and beyond, given population projections provided for 
the Inventory.  According to the Inventory, the commercial land supply needed for 2017 is 61.43 
acres.  Given the total supply of commercial acreage in Boardman of 271 acres, there is ample 
commercial land zoned to accommodate growth through the year 2017.  The amount of industrial 
acreage in the City is estimated at approximately 240 acres with about 40% of this land currently 
vacant.  These figures reflect that the City of Boardman has ample industrial land to meet the 
economic development needs of the City through 2017.  As per the Buildable Lands Inventory: 
 
• There are 236.8 acres of vacant commercial and, 3.26 acres of underdeveloped commercial 

and 34.21 acres of developed commercial land within the Boardman Urban Growth 
Boundary.   

• Based on the population increases noted above, a total of 61.3 acres of commercial land are 
needed to accommodate population growth over the next 20 years. 
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NEED FOR ECONOMIC GROWTH 
Economic growth is essential to provide and perpetuate public services for Boardman residents 
already present.  Financing of the major sewerage and water projects is premised on new residential 
growth, as the result of new industrial and commercial activity.  With increased population and the 
resultant increased tax base, the level of public services can be upgraded at a decreasing per capita 
cost.  Besides residential and industrial growth, the expansion of commercial activity will also take 
place.  The level of private services will increase along with additional employment opportunities. 
 
CONTROL OF GROWTH 
With sound planning and policies concerning land use and extension of public utilities, Boardman 
can control growth and eliminate the intrusion of incompatible land uses into any part of the 
Planning Area.  The Comprehensive Plan provides for logical locations of diverse land uses as well 
as providing buffers between dissimilar uses. 
 
REGIONAL DEFICIENCY 
By encouraging industrial, commercial and residential growth in Eastern Oregon, the State’s 
economy will become more broad-based and diverse.  Presently, Eastern Oregon is underutilized, 
relative to industrial development.  The agricultural industry has recently made major commitments 
in Eastern Oregon and exemplifies the area’s role in the State’s overall economic. 
 
Goal IX:  Economic Policies 
1. Advance the position of Boardman as a regional center for industry, power generation, 

commerce, recreation, and culture. 
2. Encourage tourist commercial activity near Interstate 84. 
3. Allow for the creation of industrial park development with adequate off-street parking, 

landscaping, and site screening. 
4. Promote cooperation among the city, the Port of Morrow, and other interested parties to 

facilitate the most effective uses of public facilities serving the planning area.  
5.   As resources permit, review the City’s supply industrial land to monitor supply and demand. 
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